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With the First Nighters

*“MARIA ROSA.”

gy the maplurists who have been aceunstomad
ta commingle thely cheers with the siren lilt of
Flopence the hunted, wera searcely prépared for
the wolght of the blow which cume when BMiss
Roberta and her eohorts dished out the Bpanish
omelel “Marin Ros, from which the Iady emer-
god gory and trlumphant after atabbing to the
henr-r-rf « villaln who died gurgling, T killed
the forsman” und he might bave approprigtoly
added, “There'll be no strike tonight.”

There i nothing colean, there is nothing de-
cont, there is absolutely nothing in (his patch
work of low peasant IHle that unlovaly,
and ope lustinetively wonders nfter ench new pro
duction thin lady essays if it s the fanit of her
managers o sdlecting such plays or It the wo-
fin §8 Incapable of doing Jusiice to anything con-
tulning gome suggestion of the swoet things in
iifa.

Certninly “Maria Rosa Is deplorable,

Bven with all of g vileness, and the low
portraltures with which It Ia replete, there might
be n situntion tense anough to repny a vigllant
audignee for {ts trouble, but therd (g not ons
Hne, one sitnatlon that 18 not only unattractive
bt which I8 sbsolutely repellant, and the con-
stryetion of the vehlele ls mgged heyond descrip-
tion.

Thurlow Borgen, who ig a spléndld actor, and
who works ke & Tiojan to mnake zomething of
the miserablo thing, fa entitied to thé highest
praise, but that swect dash of luvender, Lucius
Henderson, who takes the part of the village taster
entering (o try (he porridge, an. ‘aving after
having sipped the broth at the wedding supper
ig g close o the Hmit 48 Any young man gels
during the brief period of his natural existence.

Lyclus would monke the dealh scene of Oliver
Twist resemble a cotiion flgure, and the proper
plice, for Ll wonld be head usher in o manicure
establishment

1L 18 snid of Olga Nelhersole thnt none of the
problem features of her plays are “elther omitted
or lost." Very woll, Olgn s & speciallgt on prob-
loms but even Migs Noethersole, T think would
balk nt o ploy devoid of Lhe interost that some
ties atthches to the problem varlety by calling
things by thelr gight nagoes, and Josing thelr
plguaney In the Alth of thelr realities,

If “Marin Rosa'" shall prove to be n success,
surdly the theutre golng public s thirsty for a
plght of the red oorpusicles.

In nll jusiice It mus! be sald that Miss Rob-
erts acted the part Just ns o peasant might have
Hyed ft, with the stolid lndiffersnee pecullar to
the lgnorant, with a gleam of vengsance and
treachery In her furtive eyes, and all the gross
wesy that would be indlentive of such a wothan,

To find any fault with the Roberts' portrayal
of “Marin Hosn"” would be passing the bounds of
Inlr oritielsns  for Indy seemed admirably
sulted to the part, even If the play was & chuse
for a shudder and ‘an involuntary remark such as
“nothing like that in my family,"

N I
"The Stiength of the Weak"” has beon greatly

s not

tho

improved ducing Its recess in the New York me-
rapolis,

Not only hag the play undergone beneficinl
changes, but the star Lorselfl |4 better gowned,
hor play, wenk asg It ls, commands more attention,
and there is a certaln veneor covering It nll that
comes only with the eriticism of the citles:

As Pauline Darey, Floronce Roberls hag
lemed. The part means more to her, and to us
who witness I, In foact, she has a chance to make
good If she would attempt nothing else.

Ruth Allen, ns the athletic girl, is still wearing
the medals, and this talented young lady will
wall many dayvs before she connects with a part

business, wasy variously entertalned by his Friondg
while the company was here.

L.
ORPHEUM,

Thut management of the Orphevm, whidy
we undaersiand ls fresh and smatuerish, shoulg
apen the doors of that little house, and dolgn 15
accept the slmoleons of a gulllble publie for syey
a show as that whieh ls romping the Uoards this
weelk 1s hardly bellévable, yet the portald b
peen thrown wide, and the money has bLeen ool
loctod from the loyal theatre goors just ns |f
the performance was worth the priee.

Leave out the "4Lukens4" and what Is et
of the rest of the show la o disgrace to the o
auit

Cheridah Simpson, in “Red Feather”

so suitable to her healthful, robust nature.

Therlow Béargen, the hegt leading man Flor-
ende Robertz ever had, was perfect ag Richuyd
Adams, and Jay Willlams as the Baron was so
far ahead of Max Figman as the eccentrie Ger-
man with pink hair (hat there was no ocom-
parison,

But enter the floorwalker, Lushius Henderson,
snd that spoiled many things, A Florence Rob-
erts show 18 usually a seream, and In this regard
“he Strength of the Wenk" differed little,

B, V. Glroux, general manager of Miss Rob-
erts, and probably the most popular man In the

The Lukens are good, they ara more than thil,
they are headliners for any varlety show [u the
world, but jugt why Morphens should be rohbed
aof convarlte in ordor to allow the others
vort throngh thelr several tiresome acts ls Ml
beyond bhuman understanding.

Belle Gordon, the athletle girl, Is there
n golleclion of biceps thnt would make th
herole bachelor ponder over the matrimonil
chanee, and she Is followed by Carl Rollsch and
Mayme Childress, who In team work are nbout 4#
funny as o oruatch

Edward Gray, the
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